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MAF on the 
frontline 
of polio 
prevention
MAF supports vaccination drive 
in Tanzania

Pause for prayer
According to the WHO’s 
Director-General, ‘Until polio 
is eradicated everywhere, it 
remains a threat everywhere.’ 
Lord, we pray for every MAF 
flight helping to combat polio, 
and ask that the NGOs involved 
will be protected and blessed in 
their lifesaving efforts to bring an 
end to this deadly disease.

Flying for Life podcast
Join radio presenter Josh Carter 
in 2023 and fly around the world 
to explore issues that matter 
to MAF. The first Flying for Life 
podcast episode unpacks how 
MAF and our partners are helping 
more young people access 
education in the remotest parts 
of Papua New Guinea. Visit 
www.maf-uk.org/podcast 

Happy New Year
With so many challenges in 
2022, and much uncertainty 
ahead, MAF would like to offer 
you some hope and happiness 
for 2023 by telling stories of 
lives transformed on board our 
aircraft. Read the latest at 
www.maf-uk.org/news and 
we pray you will be blessed this 
coming year.
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With polio making a concerning 
resurgence across at least 11 
countries after more than 30 years, 
the Global Polio Eradication Drive 
gained momentum at the close of 
2022. As the WHO warned of a 
global reappearance of the 
disease, UNICEF joined forces 
with local NGOs in a critical 
vaccination campaign. 

MAF’s team in Tanzania played an 
important part in transporting 
polio vaccines and health workers 
to protect children in isolated 
areas — with more than 12 million 
children receiving a vaccination 
across the country during 2022. 

Through MAF’s South Maasai 
medical safari — an air service that 
has been running since 1977 in 
Tanzania — medical personnel 
from the government hospital in 
Same flew to Lesirwai district to set 
up mobile clinics. Mass oral 
vaccinations were offered to every 
child under the age of five —  
regardless of their previous 
vaccination status — to offer the 
best possible protection against 
the disease.

The initiative proved so 
successful that MAF was asked by 
the District Medical Officer to 
extend the safari by an extra day. 

Mothers returned to their 

communities to spread the word, 

with even more families coming 

for vaccinations the following day. 

MAF Tanzania’s Country Director 

Stewart Ayling said, ‘MAF Tanzania 

has played an important part in 

transporting vaccines and health 

workers to protect children —

cutting the long distances that 

mothers have to cover to access 

medical care for their children. 

MAF safaris are continuing to bring 

help and hope to the most isolated 

communities.’ 
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