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Flying a 
Princess
HRH Princess Royal flies with 
MAF to provide opportunities for 
refugees in Uganda

Pause for prayer
While Royal visits shine a 
spotlight on pressing global 
issues, when they are over, 
they can easily be forgotten. 
Let’s uphold all those who’ve 
been forced to flee from their 
homes, whether due to violence, 
disaster, or fear. May they know 
the peace of Christ and received 
His hope.

Christmas gifts
You’re not too late to order 
colourful, illustrated MAF 
Christmas cards, inspiring books 
or handy tote bags which will 
spread festive cheer while raising 
vital funds for MAF’s work. Visit 
www.maf-uk.org/shop to 
receive your gifts in time for 
Christmas.

Festive greeting
Ian Oliver, who heads up MAF 
UK’s Supporter Relations team, 
has 20 years’ experience of 
interacting with our faithful 
supporters. He says, ‘It’s always 
humbling to know that so many 
people have supported MAF 
through thick and thin. It’s my 
prayer that each one of them 
would feel Christ’s love and 
peace this Christmastime.’  
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On 26 October, HRH The Princess 
Royal and her husband Sir Timothy 
Laurence boarded one of MAF’s 
Cessna Caravan aircraft as part of 
their four-day tour of Uganda. 
Escorted by Country Director Ruth 
Jack, who explained more about 
the scope of MAF’s worldwide 
operations, Sir Timothy concluded, 
‘It’s very impressive.’

The couple travelled with MAF 
from Kajjansi to Mbarara — a 
journey that would have meant 
almost a day’s round-trip along 
dangerous and unpredictable 
roads — but thanks to MAF, they 

arrived in just under an hour. 

From Mbarara, the Princess 
opened the first Opportunity Bank 
at Nakivale refugee settlement, the 
oldest camp in Africa. It was coined 
‘The best place to be a refugee’ by 
a BBC report in 2016. The bank will 
provide life-changing financial 
services to refugees — promoting 
development and supporting 
entrepreneurs — especially women 
— to start their own business. 

Since August 2022, Uganda has 
reported at least 92,000 new 
arrivals; 60,000 of whom have fled 

from neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of Congo due to an 
escalation of violence in North 
Kivu province. 

Ruth, who met the royal couple at 
an event in Edinburgh in 2016 
where she showed them MAF’s 
virtual reality headsets, says, ‘It was 
a real treat to fly the Princess Royal 
and her husband. Both were very 
engaged and interested in our 
work. I’m so pleased that the 
Princess has been able to 
experience MAF in action, and see 
first-hand the life-saving work our 
aircraft enable across Uganda.’
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