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Symmonds' Soundbites
News from Papua New Guinea

Welcome to what is a relatively brief update, our first of the new year. We do hope 2023 is 
going well for you so far!
We know many people are facing significant challenges, and we pray that whether you are 
in a valley or on a mountain top right now, you will be experiencing God's presence and 
provision.

Updates...

Trauma Healing Course
We mentioned last time that Helen and Harriette were hoping to run the Trauma Healing 
course at the ladies' prison.
The prison reopened to visitors a couple of weeks ago, after the Christmas closure, and 
the Trauma Healing Through Storytelling course has begun!
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course at the ladies' prison.
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It is going well so far. The ladies can very much relate to the local culture stories which 
are designed to get them discussing and sharing their own experiences. This leads into 
relating the discussion to the bible and how God wants to heal us physically and 
spiritually/emotionally. Please pray God will use this to powerfully impact the lives of 
these women.



Church Celebrations at Lumi
We also mentioned last time that Andy dropped off some passengers at Lumi who had 
actually booked to go Blackwara, but they were very happy about this!(See previous edition 
for that story)
As well as this particular load of passengers, we also took plenty of others into Lumi, with 
many more arriving over land. The big event was the 40th anniversary of Revival Centres 
PNG Church. The event took place over Christmas weekend, and when Andy brought the 
senior pastor into Lumi, thousands lined the airstrip to welcome him. It was quite a 
spectacle, as Lumi is usually quite quiet.
We heard reports afterward that the event had been a great success and many had come 
to know to Jesus. Praise God!

Panoramic view of the crowd lining the airstrip at Lumi to welcome the pastor leading the anniversary event.

MAF Ministry Highlights

Health Work
So far this year MAF PNG has carried out numerous flights known as Health Patrols, taking 
medical teams to remote communities and enabling them to carry out health checks and 
treatment for people who would otherwise have no access to any sort of medical care.

Another health initiative is our partnership with Rotarians Against Malaria. RAM have provided 
hundreds of mosquito nets and chartered MAF aircraft to deliver them to remote outstations in 
Enga province. The bales of nets are densely packed, so weighing 35kg each they are too 
heavy and bulky to transport on foot.

Off Grid Solar Power

Andy was privileged to be the pilot taking a team from Australian NGO, Gen Off Grid, to Tadji 
airstrip on the north coast so that they could carry out a major solar power installation at 
Aitape, bringing reliable power to key buildings in this small town.
This was a pilot scheme and it apparently went extremely well. The Gen Off Grid team were 
delighted with the service MAF provided and are hoping we will be able to partner again soon 
on other schemes they have planned.



Unloading bales of mosquito nets in Labalama. Gen Off Grid team, ready to board for departure
from a very wet Wewak.

Sickness

As we write, Helen and Andy are both recovering from illness.
Helen had a serious leg infection which caused her to be in bed for a few days, experiencing 
pain, feverish sleep and loss of appetite. We are grateful for the advice of medic friends, and the 
recommended antibiotics seem to be doing the job.
Andy has a lingering illness which may be a cold/flu/covid. This prevented him flying last week.
We are both recovering well and are back to normal activities, but we are easily tired.
Please pray for full recovery and restoration of energy.

Home Assignment

A reminder that we will be in the UK from 18th April to 2nd July and we are looking forward to 
meeting up with many of you!

We are still in need of some accommodation, preferably in Teesside or Nottingham. We have a 
couple of very kind offers already, but would like to spread the burden. If you could offer, or 
know of, somewhere we could bunk down during the above dates, please get in touch!
The events and meetings we have in the diary already are:

28th - 30th April  MAF in the Community, Cornerstone Church, Nottingham

14th May  Meredith Road Baptist Church, Coventry

21st May  Stockton Baptist Church, Stockton - on - Tees

28th May  Bethel Church, Liverpool

21st June  Hardwick Baptist Church, Stockton

29th June  Mission Matters, Cornerstone Church, Nottingham



If you would like us to add your church, small group, mid-week meeting, coffee morning, 
etc. to our diary, please get in touch with us. We would love to join with you if we can!

Let's hear it for the Boys!
Joel and Dan are doing well. Home schooling is continuing (though not last week as Helen was too ill to do 
it. The boys didn't mind this at all!)
The Knigge family were all away up in Hagen for a few weeks after Christmas, so Joel and Dan were 
very pleased to have their friends back when Harriette, Micha and Ruben returned a couple of weeks ago.
The boys have shown a little more independence while mum and dad have been sick, getting their own 
breakfasts, etc.
Next week, Tues 14th, Helen Joel and Dan will be going to the NCA school at Lapilo, Goroka, so the boys 
can sit the placement assessments, which will help place them in the appropriate grades next year. 
Please pray the weather will allow for the flights and that the boys will do the tests to the best of their ability.
Please continue to pray for them, and their walk with God particularly.

Quote of the Quarter:

Joel has ridden in the front co-pilot seat of MAF aircraft on occasion. When it was Daniel's turn to do 
so, he was initially keen, but when the moment came, he declined. Andy: 'I thought you wanted to go in 
the front. Why have you changed your mind?' Daniel: 'I don't trust myself not to talk too much or touch 
things I shouldn't.'
We have to commend the honesty and self-awareness!

Finally, a huge thank you once again for continuing to support and pray for us. It means a great 
deal to us that people take the time to read our letters and take an interest in the work of MAF.

We do hope to see many of you when we are in the UK in a few weeks time.

Lots of love from Andy, Helen, Joel and Daniel

Please Pray:

Give Thanks

For restoration of health after illness.
That the Trauma Healing course has begun at the ladies' prison and that it has been very well received.
For the health patrol and mosquito net flights which have taken place so far this year.
For all the valuable flights carried out by the whole MAF PNG team in recent months.
For continued safe flight operations during what has been and remains a very busy time.

Pray For

Our continued health and well-being.
Complete healing and restoration following illness.
The Trauma Healing course as it continues in the coming weeks. Important airstrips which are still closed 
pending survey results review: Sibilanga, Blackwara, Iteri
Our upcoming home assignment (safe travel, itinerary, accommodation). Work on surveying, repairing 
and reopening airstrips to continue.
MAF PNG's ministry to continue to have lasting Kingdom impact.
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