
Seeing, Tasting, Learning
Luke 6:8 And he knew their thoughts…

Since we arrived in PNG I have been reading through Luke, taking it a little chunk at a time. Despite 
only being on chapter 6, I have already come across 2 other times where the bible makes it clear 
that Jesus knew exactly what the people He met were thinking. (Any parents out there, have your 
children see if they can find out one of the other times in chapters 1-5 for a prize!)

Today that got me thinking. Jesus knows exactly what I am thinking. At first that is a scary thought. 
The thought that he sees all of the dark places in my mind. But then I got to thinking… Romans 5:8 
makes it clear that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”. So, whilst Christ hung on the 
cross, God was able to look at my sin and make arrangements for me to reach Heaven. Therefore, 
when I say sorry for the wrong things I have done, I am not ‘owning up’ to what I have done, I am in 
fact saying thankyou to God for loving me, despite knowing that I am a sinner.

The Sants with the Norbury Children - our new friends!

We have now been in PNG for 5 weeks. Time has flown! Let me tell you, this place is amazing. So 
many new sights, sounds and smells.

January & February

Our first 2 weeks were mainly about getting oriented with the area and meeting some of people who 
work in MAF. We have been made to feel so welcome from the moment we touched down in Mount 
Hagen. The kids have now settled into school at Highlands Christians Grammar. They started 
school after being in the country for less than 5 days! They have adapted really well, and have been 
blessed with friendships at school-some of Emma’s school friends even came to her birthday in our 
2nd week here.



Emma, Abi and Isaac in their new school uniform

We have enjoyed plenty of trips to the local market and we are fortunate to live very close to the best 
market in PNG. The produce is incredibly fresh and we are loving learning to cook with new 
ingredients. Isaac was particularly looking forward to trying different types of bananas, and he has 
not been disappointed: swit bananas, strongpela bananas, green bananas and baby bananas so far.

Left: Sequoia cooking strongpela bananas with fresh coconut and 
mumu leaves

The last 3 weeks have been all about learning the language: Tok 
Pisin. I haven’t studied this hard for some time, but God has been 
good. Little by little we are able to pick up the language. We have 
been very blessed to have a wonderful tutor who has been patient 
and very graceful towards our mistakes!

Right: Dom And Sequoia with their 
language teacher, Janet

March

To continue practicing our language, next week we fly out to Kompiam hospital, about 20 min flight 
from Mount Hagen. Here we will get to spend 2 weeks talking to people around the hospital complex 
in Tok Pisin, and receive further language and culture lessons.

After Kompiam we will be flown to a remote village that is served by MAF, called Lapalama. We are 
looking forward to getting an understanding of what it is like to live in an isolated village-no access to 
communication, shops, conveniences or medical help we rely on. We can already see the benefit of 
the work MAF do in PNG, but after a week in Lapalama we hope to have an even better idea.



Pray, Encourage, Give
Pray

Pray for our time in Kompiam and at Lapalama as a family

Pray that we would get a real grip on Tok Pisin

Pray that we will continue to adapt to life in PNG and will make some
good friendships

Pray that we would resettle in April after 3 weeks away, and will be able to
join a church regularly

Pray for Dom as he starts work in April

Abi, Emma and Isaac with ‘Tilly’ the praying mantis - Isaac found this at school, it is now the class pet!

April

Once we return the children will settle back into school, and Dom will be starting work in the 
office on 1st April (God clearly has a sense of humour!). He is really excited about getting stuck 
in to his new role.

Encourage

During the last month we have been blessed by many people reaching out to see how we are getting 
on. We love waking up in the morning and seeing WhatsApp messages, emails and Facebook 
comments, all engaging with us. Please continue to reach out. If all else fails, you can reply to this 
email and get us on our email address.



One for the aircraft Enthusiasts - A Cessna 208 Caravan on the apron at
Kagamuga airport

Give

God has been good in getting us to PNG. We are still looking to partner with people as we serve the 
Lord in PNG. Would you be able to support us financially? If you would like to set up a monthly direct 
debit or one-off gift, please visit www.maf-uk.org/sant and fill out the online form. Alternatively, you 
can reply to this email and we can help.

Planning for Summer?
Are you looking for a way to serve this Lord this summer? For many years Sequoia and Dom have 
served on a Christian Sports camp in Wales. We have been greatly blessed by the camp as campers 
and as leaders. After 2 years being cancelled due to, ahem, you know what, it is back on!

This is an amazing way to serve the Lord on a short term mission, and the camp leadership are really 
in need of God loving, servant hearted people to help. The best part - you don’t need to be sporty to 
help. 

If you would like to get involved, reply to this email and we will put you in contact with the team!
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